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Happy Earth Happy Arbor
Day! Day!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

April Fool’s Day

Ferry Fueling Day 9:30am

Fire Station Meeting North 7:00pm
Sacred Heart Service 6:15pm
Easter

Lion Meeting 5:30pm

Sacred Heart Service 6:15pm

14. Township Board Meeting 7:00pm
15. Ferry Fueling Day 9:30am

15. SIHPS Meeting 1:00pm

15. Fire Station Meeting South 7:00pm
16. Sugar Island Bible Study 5:30-7:00pm
18. SIYG family event 6:00pm

18. Sacred Heart Service 6:15pm

19. Lions Brunch 8:30am — 11:00am
19. QUACKER DEADLINE

22. Earth Day

24. Arbor Day

25. The Quacker is distributed

25. Sacred Heart Service 6:15pm

29. Ferry Fueling Day 9:30am

30. Sugar Island Bible Study 5:30-7:00pm
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LIONS DEN

As you may recall fondly(?) we had a snow
storm on the same day as our last breakfast.
There had been some talk about canceling the
breakfast but since I was very hungry, we
decided to go ahead. It was a good thing as
apparently many people were also looking
forward to a hearty breakfast. We had slightly
higher than normal attendance for winter.

Not any higher than normal was the
excitement surrounding the monthly raffle
drawing since it is always at a fever pitch.
Each winning $50 were Riley Koski, Eric
Kimble and Bob Flemel. And in another rare
double hit Eric Kimble was our 50/50 winner.
Thank you everyone for supporting our club
activities.

It may be hard to believe right now, but
another activity is our farmer’s market. We
won't be starting until May but, produce from
the island is highly sought after. Maybe our
gardeners know of some early vegetables or
have some canned goods left from last year to
get us started. One thing from last year that
went well were vegetable plants. Look
forward to seeing you there.

Birthday greeting go out this month to Nicole
Brunet, James Gort and John Sherry. Happy
Birthday!

Lion Jim Handziak

In Memoriam
Dean G. Krieg




LIONS’ BRUNCH

Join us the 3" Sunday of every month for breakfast extraordinaire!
8:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. * Sugar Island Community Center

Eggs * Sausage * Bacon * Hash Browns * American Fries

French Toast * Pancakes * Toast * Fruit * Juice * Coffee * Milk
Adults: $8.00 -
Children (5-12): $3.00
COME HUNGRY, LEAVE FULL
ENJOY VISITING WITH FELLOW ISLANDERS!

You’ve Got Mail!

Get the Quacker via email!! So, no matter
where life takes you away from Sugar Island,
you can have The Quacker delivered to you
via email. It will come to you as a .pdf
document. Send your name and email address
to us at siquacker@gmail.com

So you don’t have email . . . send self-
addressed envelopes with 2 first class stamps
to: 888 S Westshore, Sault Ste Marie, MI
49783 and we will mail you a printed copy or
Send us your address and a check payable to:
The Quacker for $15 to: 888 S Westshore,
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783 and we’ll do the
rest. You can also find copies on Facebook
page: Ilove me some Sugar Island!

Local locations for printed copies:

Bayliss Library, Island Book and Craft,

' Woody’s 1 Stop, Hilltop Bar & Grill,

The Community Center, Sweet Retreat and
Westshore Convenience Store

Curbside services available

Monitor our FB page and/or website. ‘
\

~%
BAYLISS PUBLIC LIBRARY ‘
Affiliate of Superior District Library
541 Library Drive |

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 |
906-632-9331 bayliss.ploud.net
Facebook Page: Bayliss Public Library i

m \ B |

..%... Curbside Pick-up

Dine-In 12 Noon

Senior Lunch
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Menu for Month Available at

The Community Center

$4.00 - 60 and Over $6.00 - Under 60
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%@ FIRE PLUGS

What happens if there is a fire call on the
island and the ferry is not running or running
on a limited basis? What would happen if
additional help was needed? Well, we have a
plan for that. The Sheriff’s Department would
dispatch either their air boat or hoover craft to
the boat launch on the Sault side to transport
firefighters and if possible, the ferry would
stand by to transport equipment.

This did happen this month during the time ice
was bad at the ferry crossing. Fortunately, our
firefighters were able to handle the situation
with resources that were on the island and the
house was saved. But all the other pieces of
the plan were quickly in place. We even had
one of our “old guy fire department” member
on standby to transport any people who may
have come from the Sault side.

We a very lucky on the Island that we have
excellent equipment and the means to keep
them in good repair. We are always in need of
more firefighters. It would be a good time to
come to some meetings and see if the
department is something you would be
interested in. We will be gearing up for
wildfire season and do a lot more hands-on
training in the summer. And if you find out it
is something you enjoy you will be in a good
position to take the training for firefighter one
and two, much of which is now online.

Remember once the snow is off the ground
you need to see if burning is allowed. You can
call 1 (866) 922-2876 or go online at
www.michigan.gov/burnpermit. While we
can't issue a burn permit, we would like to be
notified if you are burning a significant
amount as we often get call of smoke from
either the mainland or Canada which we need
to check out and if we know your location it
can be easier to check out and see that
everything is OK.

Jim Handziak, S I Fire

Ferry Fueling
SUGAR ISLAND Fueling Dates:
FERRY SCHEDULE [ ast Island
Ferry before
fueling is at
W 9:30am
5 5 i WEDNESDAY
Sugar Islander Il A pri ] an
Ferry leaves Sugar Island
on the hour and half-hour. WEDNESDAY

From 5:00 a.m. till 2:00am.  gppj] ] 5%

3:00am. 4:00am.

Ferry leaves Sault Ste. Marie =~ WEDNESDAY
on the quarter-after and A pri ] 29
quarter-before the hour.

F 5:15 a.m. till 2:15 a.m. .

rcu;l:ls a.:1.m r:ls a.m.a " Fuehng takes
about an

Eastern Upper Peninsula
Transportation Authority Hour
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MARINE TRAFFIC/FERRY INFO

Active GPS locations of Boat Traffic
including our Ferry at:
www.marinetraffic.com

Audio of Sault Control: USCG
www.broardcastify.com/listen /feed /9644 /web
Ferry schedule information on the Sugar
Island Ferry Facebook Page

The E.U.P.T.A. Ferry Hotline:
| 906-632-1516, Option #1

Ferry Schedule has changed
Effective January 17-April 30, 2026
Sunday — Thursday
Only Once an hour 12:00am-4:00am
Only Once an hour 12:15am-4:15am

Friday-Saturday
Only Once an hour 1:00am-4:00am
Only Once an hour 1:15am-4:15am |




WEBSTERGARNER.COM f @WEBSTERGARNEROILPROPANE

FAMILY OWNED
PROPANE COMPANY

PROUDLY SERVING OUR MICHIGAN NEIGHBORS SINCE 1921

W EBSTEREGARNER o

> h =

GET A QUOTE TODAY! 29590 E. CHANNEL RD.
906-430-0666 | DRUMMOND ISLAND




ﬁ:Sugar Island Township News

Believe it or not, Spring is here and the snow is melting, albeit not fast enough. As
veterans of this climate knows, melting snow and ice will make the roads dangerous, not
only because of the slippery roads but the potholes that will ultimately be left behind. The
ditches will fill with an abnormal amount of standing water as well as the accumulated
remnants of debris from the winter. Mosquito breeding is supported in the areas where
standing water persists so it is to our advantage to remove that standing water wherever
possible, unless of course, you are fond of those airborne pests. Removing branches,
limbs, garbage and other items that might block the flow of the melting snow in the early
Spring before new vegetation obscures it.

At the March Township Board meeting we approved the purchase of a security system
for the Community Center. We anticipate the installation work to begin within weeks.
Unless we get a rare warmup, the system should be functional before all the snow is

gone.

The Board has also approved the addition of new lighting at the 6 Mile/Brasser Road
intersection and an upgrade to the existing lighting at the intersection of 1 % Mile Road
and Brasser Road. Cloverland Electric has confirmed receipt of the Board-approved work
orders. It is not clear when this work will start or be completed.

The Township Board is undergoing a significant change on April 1. Brandi Rich will be
assuming the Clerk position, taking over for the departure of Brittany Behm. We thank
Brittany for her service and look forward to working with Brandi.

The Township is also undergoing an upgrade of our financial accounting system, moving
away from a system used by commercial businesses to one tailored for municipalities.
This upgrade will allow us to be more transparent and synchronized with the county and
the state.

Over the last month we’ve received communications from Spectrum Communications.
They have reiterated their intent to have fiber installation completed on the Island by
mid-summer. Once the fiber optic cables are installed, residents can subscribe almost
immediately. It is important for property owners to be prepared to identify what, if any
services they want before Spectrum begins work in that area.

Additionally, many current AT&T customers also recently received communications
from UP Fiber, Inc. UP Fiber now owns the rights to landline telephone service on the
Island, replacing AT&T. The recent communications suggest residents may have the
ability to install landline services within the next 60 days which makes sense for property
owners without cell phones or adequate coverage.

Mark Fitrem, Supervisor



Autore Oil & Propane

Your Propane,
Our Community

Always Here for You!

About Us:

Since 1955, Autore Ol & Propane has proudly served the home and
commercial heating needs of the Eastern Upper Peninsula
(EUP), including Sugar Island, with products like propane, fuel
oil, gasoline, Ilubricants, and Traeger grills. Our
commitment to exceptional service is matched by our
dedication to the community. From annual Customer
Appreciation Days to supporting local schools, 4-H programs,
sportsman clubs, and events like the EUP Walk for Warmth and
St. lgnace Pond Hockey, we are proud to be part of what makes
the EUP a great place to call home. N =

Ready for propane
service you can count on?
Scan the QR code to get a
quote and join the Autore
Family today!

= 670 W. M-134

Reliable Service

With over 65 years of experience, we ensure your propane
needs are met promptly and efficiently.

Community Focused

We actively engage with our community, hosting events
and supporting local organizations to strengthen our
bonds.

Flexible Payment Options

Our budget plans and pre-buy options make managing your
propane expenses easier and more predictable.

autoreoil.com B Cedarilie, M) <9710 906-484-2233




Dear Sugar Island Residents,

I am pleased to introduce myself as your
new Township Clerk, effective April 1,
2026. It is truly an honor to step into this
role and serve the Sugar Island community.

I am committed to carrying out the
responsibilities of this office with integrity,
transparency, and dedication. My goal is to
support the needs of our township and
ensure that all clerk-related services,
including elections, records, and public
communications, are handled efficiently and
professionally.

I look forward to working with residents,
township officials, and our community as a
whole. In the near future, I will be
establishing regular office hours to better
serve you. These hours will be announced
on the township’s official page.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. I am
excited to begin this journey and to do my
very best for the Sugar Island Township.

Sincerely,

Brandi Rich

Township Clerk

Sugar Island Township

SACRED HEART
¥ CHURCH %
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Whether you are a year-round islander or a
weekender, know that you are most welcome
to join us at Sacred Heart for our weekly Mass
on Saturdays at 6:15 p.m.

We are a small congregation and welcome
everyone to worship with us. It’s so warm to
praise the Lord with your family, friends and
neighbors.

Family Movie Night Success!

The Sugar Island Youth Group hosted a
fantastic Family Movie Night on March 7th at
the Community Center! Families gathered to
enjoy Zootopia 2, and we had a great turnout
with 21 kids (plus accompanying adults)
enjoying concessions provided by the youth
group.

Many attendees brought bean bags, air
mattresses, camping chairs, and blankets,
creating a cozy and welcoming atmosphere for
everyone.

Due to the event’s success, another family
event is scheduled for Saturday, April 18th
at 6 PM. Stay tuned for more details, and be
sure to follow us on Facebook at Sugar Island
Youth Group!

&
Recycling Station at the

North End Transfer Station
Available only during operating hours.
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TRANSFER STATIONS

North End: Sundays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, & Saturdays 7am-3pm

South End: Closed for the Season




/\n\ﬂ" all your Real Estate needs

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
PROPERTIES

KELLERWILLIAMSREALTY

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

A

)

www.kweuprealty.com SiEo%. B0
% 405 E. Easte.rday Ave.
' Sault Sainte Marie, MI
Waterfront Vacant Land Residential Commercial

2015 S Westshore Dr, Sugar Island, Ml 49783

NEW PRICE!
$495,000

e 3.966 SqFt

¢ Turnkey Business

¢ Includes: Building, Equipment,
Liquor License

Rare Business Opportunity on Sugar Island! Own the only fully operational convenience store and gas
station on the island, serving locals and visitors year-round. This turnkey business includes the
building, equipment, and liquor license—everything you need to continue operations seamlessly.
Inventory (excluding liquor, cigarettes, and lottery) is also included in the sale. Prime location with
steady traffic and no direct competition. Whether you're looking to expand your portfolio or live and
work in a beautiful, tight-knit community, this opportunity offers incredible value and potential.

Thinking about Buying or Selling? Call us Today!



SI First Responders News

Welcome Spring, I hope! Though I have seen some wild blizzards in April too. Haven’t we all?

Island EMS runs are still very quiet which is great! That means Sugar Islanders are well and safe! The
EMS crew does get paged out for the Soo Fire runs to assist when needed so we are always there for the
island.

For Sugar Island residents who are interested in providing emergency fire and medical services for the
island please contact Josh Horner or Jim Handziak about becoming a member of the SIFD First
Responders. We are continuing to work with SSMFD to provide emergency medical care to the island.
We are hoping anyone who has always wanted to be involved with an emergency agency to help others,
will apply to the SIFD to become a member. We will support them and assist in attaining the training
required. It is a great group of people, so come find out.

The SI Lions club phone book committee continues with completion of the directory. A Spring 2026
publishing date is planned. There will be a notice on the SI fb pages when done and available for sale.
The cost has been raised to $8.00 with updated content of addresses, phone numbers and now email
addresses. Lots of local business ads for your discovery and use.

There are still 2020-2024 phonebooks available to purchase. If interested in purchasing the current
phonebook for $7.00 contact me or one of the Lions members and we will get it to you.

Happy Easter to you all and we will welcome the snowbirds returning, to enjoy Springtime on Sugar
Island!

Adrienne Beckham SIFD Medical Captain



SHOW US WHAT YOU'VE GOT!

S.LH.P.S. Postcard Photo Contest

Help us capture the spirit of Sugar Island! We are looking for photos to feature on official postcards.
(Winning photographers will have credits printed on the cards)

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
Seasons: Winter sunsets, Summer sunsets, Fall colors.
4 Places: Historic buildings, churches, cemeteries, stores, and landings.
& Events: Powwows, music fests, parades, and picnics.

£ Then & Now: Old Times and New!

HOW TO ENTER

DEADLINE: MAY 20, 2026

Go to the address below, fill out the registration form, and follow the directions to upload your
pictures. (Limit: 5 photos per photographer)

Scan to Enter:

Or visit: https://tinyurl.com/5bun5fft
Scan this QR Code to visit the site

https://sites.qgooqgle.com/view/sihpspostcardcontest



Sugar Island Historical Preservation Society

Greetings everyone! Well, it’s been a moon or five since you’ve seen anything from your SIHPS,
hasn’t it? We’re sort of like the animals that hibernate during the winter months and then slowly

start to wake up as spring approaches.

We are anticipating the opening of Brassar School, your historical museum this summer for you
and visitors to come and learn/see the history of Ziinzibaakwad (Sugar) Minis (Island).

Our first meeting will be at Ipm, on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at SICC. Please, if you have an
hour or two of free time on the third Wednesday of each month, come and join us. Remember

everyone is welcome.

Anita McKerchie, Secretary

QUACKER STAFF

Editor/Circulation Sue Davidson 632-9739
5870 E. Sandpiper Lane
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

siquacker@gmail.com
ADVERTISING RATES

Y Advertisement/Circulation Pat Whyte 322-2137
|

$1.00 per line
$6.00 Business card size

Company NMLS #2635987 g;ggg g)’; ﬁﬁ?ﬁgﬁpage
$35.00 for full page
CHRI STI N A CEL L A $15.00 to attach a customer’s page(s)
“Thank You” messages
e i are printed at no charge

Bringing clarity and care to home
mortgages for over 20 years!




HEQTINDG & COULING ~

HOMEWERKS
- Home Repairy & Impmvm

- Cabin Openingy & Winlerigationy
-Stovm & Security In_apedton&

. Contact Dale Laurin at:
(906) ?59-3559 o sihomeworks@jyahoo.com

101 East Portage Ave., Sault Ste. Marle, Mi 49783
906-253-1768 *+ 906-203-8290

les.townsend@gmail.com
www.islandbooksandcrafts.com

& StateFarm

Leisa Mansfield, Agent
ChFC®
2660 Ashmun Street
- Sault Sainte Marie, M1 49783
Bus; 906-635-1593 i
leisa@insurethesoo.com b

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
R State Farm, Blopmington, IL

415 Ashmun Street

Sault Ste. Marie, Ml 49783
906-632-9661

4 Fast M-134
Cedarville, Ml 49719
906-484-3355

info@arfstrompharmacy.com
www.arfstrompharmacy.com
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